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This gripping, fast-paced book tells the dramatic story of the epic 1893 voyage of the schooner

Amistad and her cargo of Africans bound for slavery in the New World. Under the leadership of

Cinque, a young African farmer, the Africans revolt and seize the ship. They start for home, but

instead of reaching Africa, they wind up in New England. The story of these events and the resulting

trial of the captured Africans was front-page news at the time. Were they rebellious slaves and

mutineers â€” "property" that must rightfully be returned to its owners â€” or honest men and women

trying to regain their freedom?James W. Ivy, editor of the NAACP's official publication, The Crisis,

commented at the time of the book's release, "Sterne has written a terse tale of great power. She

presents her scenes with force and color and scrupulous sense of character." The subject of a

critically acclaimed motion picture, Amistad (1997), the story of the Amistad is retold here â€” by a

well-known author of books and plays for young people â€” in an exciting, readable style that will

thrill young readers with its "you-are-there" flavor, authentic recreation of the facts, and accurate,

and dignified portrayal of the central characters.
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Until the movie AMISTAD was released five years ago, most Americans had never heard of the

famed slave ship that caused such a ruckus and illustrated to the world how fractured the United



States was on the issue of slavery. Taking it's cue from the movie, this book had it's named

changed from THE LONG BLACK SCHOONER to THE STORY OF THE AMISTAD.The book tells

the story surrounding the Amistad. However, it is told in a way that is appealing to both youth and

adults. The language is simple and the story is straightforward. There is no historical gobbly-gook

here.I found the book to be rather interesting, quite informative, and fairly easy to read (I read it in

less than two days). It makes a great gift for any young history buff or anyone who is interesting in

learning more about the Amistad but who hasn't studied much history.
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